
nte Good ll,bekend, SUNDAY Duidelik Aptil4,2OIO 7

Die Kaap is weer Hollands
Contemporary hip-hopera traces the history of Afrikaans, stitches its disparate strands together and gives it hope for the future

#!Hs
& ONG bcforo it was
d eDurDriated bvaDartherd
X ;ihjfuts as w;it;, rishiand
*AnuptLght, Afrikaans had deep
rcots in ihis cormt-qt,

For many it rcrn ins the
larrguage of tlle opprrrsor and
sFptomalic of culhrrnl divisions

Itdoesn'thavetobe ratway
Aliikaans has the capacily to b€ the
langrage of I iberalion, ajoyous
celcblation of heritage, suggests a
gxoup of writers, pocts and
rnusicians who l'Iavc con1e tosether
to cr€abe Afril€aps, on at tho Eatter
fi1)m April 7 to 23. In this sho!4 thcy
seek to rcdefme who dre Afrikanels
of the 21st irentury 3r€.

The prcduction, which hs its
riorld premierc at the Absa tce;n
Karco National tu1s Fesiivdl
(KKNK) in Oudtshoorn this
weckel1d, is behg produccd by Th€
Balie4 the KKNK and The
Olasshouse amdtidiscipliffry
theatre mmpany in AnNierdam.

Bined as a 'hip-hop€ra", AfIi.
kaaps alraws on genrcs like goema.
Kaapse Klopse, jazz, poetxy arxl

"We deal with the orisins of ihe
lan$age how it was birthed and
born. One obviously caD't krok at
tha history of laruuage wiftout

THE CONDUITST Catherine Henegan and Aryan Kasanof are lfie driving forces behind Att'kaaps, which has its world premiere at the KKNK rhis
weekend and starts its run at the Baxter next w€€k. The show has a potenr cast of talented young performeE.



-dliDctoi CatherineHenegian during
the $bearsal period.

The pmduction isa irod. in
proSrcss ard she is r€luctant to re
'v€el too much as the text is in ftur.

Although Henegan is listEd as
thedir€{to4 she E€es herself a-3 a
facititator mther tlan someone
who calls the sliots and tells the cast
what to do: "I l*e the nrash up - the
hiirhgp apprciach to mixing
lillfler€nt genr€s and media to tell a

the past - wh€r€

,and apartheid," says

with her is Al',an
who is credited as dla]na-

production Ianan

but we won't go into that her€.
AfrikaaF is the story - not his life
trqjectory as trl]n-makea visual and
Perfonnance artist

On @uert visits to South Afri
ca, Henegran was struck W the
popularity of poetry and spoken
word. Much of what she saw was
happerung m pubs and venws
where therc were many di€tractions

"I thought it would be gr€at to
$ork with poets and writers and put
them into a theatrical$ntqi - and
gi!€thsmthefr fircusof an

With The Glasshou€, Hene$n
.has wollred extensively with p€ople
who do not come film a theatr€
back$ound,

She is particularly hterested in
using t€chnology as a tool in
stoMduing and wanted to bring
those skils to her home cormty

HeneeEn s€cur€d funding a year
a80 and brcu8ht KaSianof on board-
AfrikaaFs erolved with a potent
casl hip hop poet, perfomrcr and
musician Jitsvinger; compo€el
pirnist andjazz muso Kyle
Shephed; singex andloet Blaq
Peall; hip hop artjst ard activisi
Emile Jansen; bassist and husittan
Shane Cooper; sineel actor ard
dancer Moenier Adans; mpler and
brcatdancer Bliksemsh?rl and

poet and storyteler Jeuuo I4uw of
the Khoi Khonno.ion.

This is notjust a random brmch
of p€formers. "The najority ar€ in
their 20s. It is rery 

'olrng, 
frc6h and

dii€ci from the Elats. A few ate iiom
Xuils River and furlher a{ield. They
a[ ha\€ histodes," sa]€ Henesan.
"Emile Ja$en has been at it for
over tv,o decaales as ai activist and
p€rformer Kyle Shepherd is 22 and
he hasb€en nominat€d for two
samas (SA Music Awards). He is an
extraordinary talent to watch,"

Seveml of the artists ar€ in
voh€d in conrmunity building
pmjects. "Bl.aq Petul for example, is
a couns€[or at Polsmoor hison.
She is totaly c'Illrnitted to social
dwetopmen!" adds Kasarcl

The performers alPthe crcatols
of thjs production and ha\,€ called
themsehcs the Argitekbekke
(afthitect moutl$).

The Aryitekbakke nay have a
life lons after Afrikaaps has nm its
coulse and may srDaborate on

It is hoped that the show wilt be a
cata{yst in creating awar€iess and
raisl4g @nsciousness about
Aftikaans as a ptent medium of
o!"r€ssiorj- It isa lan€uage that
incorpora&s so.called hish and low
Afrikaans: standard An ikaans,
KaaPee Afikaans, Botardse

Aft ikaans, algemeen-beskaafde Af-
rikaans, and so on. The disparate
stlanals arc stitched together in a
prludF Afrikaans celebration -
sans the stercotrping of the
divisions of the old South Africa.

Filrn-naker Dylan Valley has
docummted the prccess of
rchea$ing and wo*shopping the
ter1. Some of that footage will be
s6eened during the producliorL

He is also u-siry the foolago fi)r a
stand-alone doflmentarr, which
will mean that a wialer audience
will get the opportmity to engage
with the issues raised in the show

Considerable r€seafth has epne
into its maLing. Much of the
dissins into the orisins of
Afrikaans has been infolmed by the
naterial that Itasanof has
excarated since the eady 19m6. In .
19G1, soon aJter arriving in Holand,
he met poet and linsuist Vemon
Febnary

"Vernie \i{,rote Mind Your Ow1l
Colour ar anatysis of coloured
stercot Tins in South Africar
litemtule. He told me about the
history of Ai:ikaansi that the
Qu/an was haislated into
AliiLaalls long befor€ the Bible was.
He nade a huge impression.

'"that started me coll€cting
materials. It was one of tho€€ things
that h€wed, sestated and simmercd

foryears and er€r sirce I'!€ been
obs€es€d with lan€uage - in all
forrns"

In the new Solth Afiica, p€ople
suppr€ss thea hncoage to get
ahead, IkeEnof s€ys. Fielish is
cool, so out g0€6 the mother ion8ue

whether it is Af:ikmnq Xmsa or
ls,wana. "lt is linsuistic suicide.
therc is a cuttingpoint in 

'ourt€ens whm lou lea!€ lour mother
tongrc ard it's gone,

"Th€ linguistic issue is huge in
the liberated South Africa Who \i,?s
the country beins liberated fof
Twenty r€als alter Mandela's
release, the anslver is: it is for l r:
mgsw white Enslish€peakeis." . r.

Andlet us not elen geton to to t!
the topic of d'Ie hich-profile srury I
white Afrikaans rock bands who
rant their bTics to adorins fans.
Meanwhile, many of then live in ,l
Gardenq ilmchatMelissa'sand .i;.
have scant grasp of Aftjl(aans.
,, "Afrikaap€ is_not about_anger'
r1agEllol sal( .-lt ts aDout nope -
ard the ino€dime bboming of a
cultur€ - of r€ilatming the mother
tongue Music lo\,€is v/ill lole it.

"The flow is orsanic, rich- It
slarnstlmonepiecetoarcther a
rcllercnaster s€nsation" a thickly
texfur€d tapesby of so1md,"

a Tickets flom Computicket on
ffi3915 80m.

electrjcity cooductor for
Gliherine" he quips.

. It js an apt metaphox They both
see themselv€srls a mnduit a
charyrcl to enable the performerc to
teutheir stories, Hene8iar\ who
gt€!{ up in Joburg and studied
dmma at Wits University with
d€si8n as arDajoa haslired in
Hailanrlforrioretl|an aalecade.She
is the ccfounder of theclasshouse.


